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The Manuscripts department of the National Library 
of France (BnF, Paris) has digitized its complete 

collection of Jaina manuscripts. A physical description 
and some bibliographical elements are given in the 
online catalogue BnF Archives et manuscrits,1 which has 
a link that allows users to consult the digitized version 
on Gallica,2 the digital library of the BnF. Gallica 
makes available manuscripts from all over the world. 
It enables one to zoom on the pages in order to see 
details or smaller scripts. One can also rotate the pages 
if scribes or commentators wrote in different directions. 
It is also possible to download a part of a digital image 
or a full page in high resolution, which facilitates the 
comparison of manuscripts. Bibliographical data in our 
online archive will be augmented during the next few 
months with the aim of providing a detailed catalogue 
of the Jaina manuscripts in Paris, following the previous 
catalogues of similar collections held in Europe.3

1  http://archivesetmanuscrits.bnf.fr/
2  https://gallica.bnf.fr/
3 Schubring, Walther. Die Jaina-Handschriften der Preussischen 
Staatsbibliothek : Neuerwerbungen seit 1891. Verzeichnis der 
Handschriften im Deutschen Reich. Leipzig: O. Harrassowitz, 
1944; Tripāṭhi, Chandrabhāl. Catalogue of the Jaina manuscripts 
at Strasbourg. Indologia Berolinensis, Bd. 4. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 
1975; Balbir, Nalini, Kanhaiyalal V. Sheth, Kalpana K. Sheth, and 
Chandrabhal Tripathi. Catalogue of the Jain Manuscripts of the 
British Library : Including the Holdings of the British Museum 
and the Victoria & Albert Museum. 3 vol. London: British Library, 
2006; Krause, Anett. Die Jaina-Handschriften und weitere indische 
Handschriften in den Sprachen Avadhi, Bengali, Braj, Gujarati, Hindi, 
Kannada, Prakrit, Sanskrit :  sowie die tibetischen Handschriften und 
Blockdrucke der Universitätsbibliothek Leipzig (A 402, A 1500-A 1502, 
K1-K 171, Ms Gabelentz 97:3, 4, 6, 7, 21). Katalog der Handschriften 
der Universitätsbibliothek Leipzig. Neue Folge 3. Wiesbaden: 
Harrassowitz Verlag, 2013; Società Indologica Luigi Pio Tessitori,  
Tessitori Collection. I Manoscritti Indiani della Biblioteca Civica 
“Vincenzo Joppi”, di Udine. Udine, 2019. (See Balbir, this volume.)

Digitization of Jaina Manuscripts in Paris

Jérôme Petit
________________________________________________________________________________

The Jaina collection in Paris numbers 370 manuscripts. 
Three were collected in the mid-18th century by 
Abraham Hyacinthe Anquetil-Duperron (1731-1805), 
who had been in Gujarat to gather tools to learn Indian 
languages. Hemacandra’s works on Prakrit and Sanskrit 
were part of those tools. In the mid-19th century, Charles 
d’Ochoa (1816-1846) went to Mumbai and Poona in 
order to collect material for a history of Indian literature. 
It seems that a Vaiṣṇava paṇḍit put into his hands some 
of the most important Jaina texts such as the Kalpasūtra 
and Jaina narrative stories such as the Jñātādharmakathā 
and Rājavallabha’s Citrasenapadmāvatīcaritra with a 
Gujarati commentary. The heart of the collection comes 
from a mission led by Alfred Foucher (1865-1952) 
in North India. He was in contact with Bhagavandās 
Kevaldās, whose role in the discovery and buying of Jaina 
manuscripts in Europe has been shown as predominant. 
Foucher bought around 50 manuscripts at the end of the 
19th century, but his Sanskrit teacher Émile Senart (1847-
1928) acquired more than 300 through the intermediary 
of Kevaldās.

Canonical texts, philosophy, cosmology, rituals, 
anthologies for the lay community and narrative 
literature are the main topics covered by the collection. 
The oldest manuscripts are a Gurvāvalī and an 
Upadeśamālāprakaraṇa dated 1424 CE. (Figure 1)
Among the dated manuscripts, there are 11 of the 15th 
century, 18 of the 16th century, 31 of the 17th century 
(Figure 2), 37 of the 18th century, and 29 of the 19th 
century. All are on paper in the poṭhī format. Some 
manuscripts are illuminated, sometimes with refined 
citrapṛṣṭhikā ornamental pages (Figure 3), and three 
of them contain paintings. The state of preservation 
was problematic for a few manuscripts that needed to 
analyzed by the BnF lab and restored by a conservator 

Figure 1. Gurvāvalī by Munisundara, dated saṃvat 1480/1424 CE (Sanscrit 1465, f. 2v) © Bibliothèque nationale de France
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Figure 3. Citrapṛṣṭhikā on the final folio of a Praśnavyākaraṇa (Sanscrit 1735, f. 44v) © Bibliothèque nationale de France

Figure 2. Pañcapāṭha manuscript of Jinavallabha’s Piṇḍaviśuddhiprakaraṇa with a Sanskrit commentary (Sanscrit 1603, f. 1v) © Bibliothèque nationale 
de France

before the digitization process.
This ensemble will be part of a project of an online 

platform dedicated to the relations between France and 
India. Gallica hosts a “Shared Heritage Collection” that 
presents the BnF collection linked with the collections of 
other countries.4 The France-India Digital Library will 
provide information on Indian culture in which Jainism 
and its manuscripts will have a good place.

Jérôme Petit is Curator for South-Asian Manuscripts, 
National Library of France, Paris.
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Recent Articles:

International Journal of Jaina Studies (Online) 
Vol. 15, No. 2 (2019) 1-24
HAMPA NAGARAJAIAH (HAMPANA)
The Influence of Jainism on Early Kannada 
Literature: Sheldon Pollock’s Work Language 
of Gods

International Journal of Jaina Studies (Online) 
Vol. 15, No. 3 (2019) 1-21
DIPAK JADHAV
On Word-Numerals in Nāgavarma’s Canarese 
Prosody

International Journal of Jaina Studies (Online) 
Vol. 16, No. 1 (2020) 1-9
ALEKSANDRA RESTIFO
Disentangling Poetry from Profit in Jain 
Monks’ Literary Works

International Journal of Jaina Studies (Online) 
Vol. 16, No. 2 (2020) 1-25
BASILE LECLÈRE
The Gold of Gods: Stories of Temple Financing 
from Jain Prabandhas

International Journal of Jaina Studies (Online) 
Vol. 16, No. 3 (2020) 1-21
GREGORY M. CLINES
Salvaging the Plagiarist: Digambara Jain Text 
Production in Early Modernity

About the IJJS

The Centre of Jaina Studies
at SOAS established the International Journal of Jaina 
Studies (Online) to facilitate academic communication. The 
main objective of the journal is to publish research papers, 
monographs, and reviews in the field of Jaina Studies in 
a form that makes them quickly and easily accessible to 
the international academic community, and to the general 
public. The journal draws on the research and the symposia 
conducted at the Centre of Jaina Studies at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, University of London, and 
on the global network of Jaina scholarship. The opinions 
expressed in the journal are those of the authors, and do not 
represent the views of the School of Oriental and African 
Studies or the Editors, unless otherwise indicated.

The International Journal of Jaina Studies is a publication 
of the Centre of Jaina Studies at the School of Oriental and 
African Studies of the University of London. It is available 
in two different forms: online at: www.soas.ac.uk/ijjs and in 
print by Hindi Granth Karyalay. Articles published online 
should be cited: International Journal of Jaina Studies (On-
line), and articles published in print: International Journal 
of Jaina Studies.

 www.soas.ac.uk/ijjs/index.html

Published by the 
Centre of Jaina Studies
SOAS

ISSN: 1748-1074

SOAS Centre of Jaina Studies Digital Resources

The Centre of Jaina Studies has launched its new website for Digital Resources in Jaina Studies on 23 March 2018 to allow open 
access publication of rare resources in digital form on its Website. These include journals and manuscripts. Materials acquired 
by the AHRB Funded Project on Jaina Law are in the form of digital images of manuscripts and printed texts.To make these 
materials publicly available, a section for Digital Jaina Resources was set up on the Centre website. There is also a  monograph 
in the new series 'Working Papers of the Centre of Jaina Studies' (Vol. 1):

Flügel, Peter (2012) Askese und Devotion: Das rituelle System der  Terāpanth Śvetāmbara Jains. Centre of Jaina  Studies 
Working Paper Vol. 1. London: Centre of Jaina Studies.

https://digital.soas.ac.uk/COJS
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 PhD/MPhil in Jainism
SOAS off ers two kinds of Research Degrees 
in the Study of Jainism. 

PhD. This involves at least three years of full-time 
study, leading to a thesis of 100,000 words and an 
oral examination. The thesis must be an original piece 
of work and make a distinct contribution to know-
ledge of the subject.

MPhil. This entails at least two years of full-time 
study, leading to a thesis of 60,000 words and a viva. 
It should be either a record of original research work 
or a critical discussion of existing knowledge.

Why choose SOAS?

The Centre of Jaina Studies
The unique activities of the Centre of Jaina Studies 
provide an ideal research environment for Jaina 
Studies and a vibrant forum for debate.

The SOAS Library
SOAS has one of the best libraries for Asian and 
African Studies, with nearly a million volumes. 
Students have access to other world-class libraries in 
walking distance, such as the British Library, which 
hosts one of the largest collections of Jaina texts in 
the world.

Languages and Cultures
SOAS has a uniquely cosmopolitan character. 
Central to the School's identity is the study of Asian 
and African languages and the relationship between 
language, culture, religion and society. 

Funding 
The fees of SOAS are very competitive compared to 
other Ivy League universities. The School off ers nine 
Research Student Fellowships each year. Awards are 
also available from funding bodies such as the Arts 
and Humanities Research Council in the UK. 

For further details please contact: 

Centre of Jaina Studies
jainstudies@soas.ac.uk
www.soas.ac.uk/jainastudies

SOAS Registry: 
registrar@soas.ac.uk
020 7898 4321

Postgraduate Courses
in Jaina Studies 

Yoga and Meditation in the Jaina Tradition

The course off ers an introduction to yoga and meditation 
in the the context of the Jaina path of liberation. 
The historical roots of contemporary Jaina practices 
of asceticism and meditation will be explored with 
refenrence to their metaphysical and soteriological 
rational and institutionalisation in Jaina mendicant and 
lay traditions in India and the UK. The later infl uence of 
Patañjali and later Hindu philosophy and yoga practices 
on medieval Jaina philosophers writing on Jaina-Yoga 
will be demonstrated. The course concludes with a survey 
of the new teachings and techniques of competing modern 
schools of yoga and meditation.

Jaina Philosophy in Comparative Perspective

The course introduces students to Jaina philosophy in 
comparative perspective. By situating Jaina philosophy 
within its social and philosophical contexts it will 
demonstrate the ways in which religious ideas and social 
forces infl uence the logical structure of thought. Motivated 
by their commitment to ontological dualism and the 
soteriological practice of non-violence, in mind, speech 
and action, Jaina thinkers generated a specifi c new set of 
questions for philosophical exploration, and made lasting 
contributions to the fi elds of ontology, epistemology, logic 
and mathematics, ethics and law, and the philosophy of 
consciousness. From the point of view of comparative 
philosophy the course will look at the Jaina contribution 
to the ethics of non-violence and vegetarianism, and 
the development of epistemological perspectivism and 
logic, and its impact on contemporary world philosophy. 
It is based on key texts in translation, selected from the 
Jaina philosophical literature. The course requires no 
knowledge of Indian languages.

Convenor: Peter Flügel (pf8@soas.ac.uk)

Centre of 
Jaina Studies

www.soas.ac.uk/jainastudies
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COURSES IN

JAINA STUDIES 
AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
SOAS

The School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) offers undergraduate, postgraduate and research 
opportunities at the Centre of Jaina Studies (CoJS).

The aim of the CoJS is to promote the study of Jaina religion and culture by providing an interdiscipli-
nary platform for academic research, teaching and publication in the field.

TAUGHT UNDERGRADUATE
•	 Introduction to Jainism
•	 Jaina Scripture and Community
•	 Non-Violence in Jaina Scriptures, Philosophy 

and Law
•	 Introduction to Prakrit
•	 Readings in Prakrit

TAUGHT POSTGRADUATE
•	 Jainism History, Doctrine and the 
       Contemporary World
•	 Jaina Scripture and Community
•	 Non-Violence in Jaina Scriptures, Philosophy 

and Law
•	 Introduction to Prakrit

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH
•	 MA Jaina Studies
•	 MA Prakrit Studies
•	 Three-year PhD in Jaina Studies

The CoJS organizes the annual SOAS Jaina Studies  
International Conference and regular lectures and 
seminar series. 

The School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London, 
is one of the world's leading institutions of Higher Education with a unique 
focus on the study of Africa, Asia and the Middle East.

Courses in Jaina Studies can form part of a BA or MA in Study of Religions, 
taken as part of our interdisciplinary Asia Area Studies programmes. PhD 
programmes are also available. Study of Religions at SOAS can also be com-
bined with law, social sciences, languages or  humanities subjects.

SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN STUDIES
For further details about studying at SOAS please contact the Student Recruitment Office:
Tel: 020 7898 4034     Email: study@soas.ac.uk       www.soas.ac.uk 
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