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Dr Sheth, ‘Kanubhai’ as he was always called, 
Kanumāmā (‘uncle’) as he was known to insiders, 

was the soul and the pillar of the manuscript department 
of the L.D. Institute of Indology, Ahmedabad, for some 
25 years.

Kanubhai was born in Lakhtar (Gujarat) in a 
Sthānakvāsī Jain family who settled in Surat when 
he was four years old. The young boy studied there, 
getting a B.A. in Gujarati with Sanskrit as subsidiary 
subject. He then taught Sanskrit at various schools in 
Gujarat, including Ahmedabad, and passed his M.A. 
at the Gujarat University. A dedicated student with 
great intellectual ambitions, he joined the L.D. Institute 
of Indology as a PhD student in 1964 and worked 
on the Śṛṅgāramañjarī (or Śīlavatīcaritrarāsa), a 
Gujarati narrative poem composed in the 17th century 
by Jayavantasūri. The bulky thesis became a handy 
monograph.1 It provides a critical edition of this hitherto 
unpublished text, a detailed analysis of the contents, an 
analysis of linguistic peculiarities, learned notes and a 
useful glossary. The introduction aptly underlines how 
the Śṛṅgāramañjarī crosses the boundary between folk 
and scholarly literature, combining themes conveyed 
by Gujarati oral literature and śāstric developments (on 
riddles, on omens, etc.) embedded in the story. This work 
established Kanubhai as a leading scholar in Medieval 
Gujarati literature, indisputably one of his major fields. 
Later on, Sheth collaborated intensely with Harivallabh 
C. Bhayani (1917-2000) for editions and encyclopedic 
projects on Gujarati narrative literature of this period.2 
1  Jayavantasūri’s Śṛṅgāramañjarī (Śīlavatīcaritra Rāsa) ed. by 
Kanubhai V. Sheth, Research Officer. Ahmedabad, 1978 (L.D. Series 
65).
2  Nandabatrīsī, ed. H.C. Bhayani and K.V. Sheth, Jodhpur, 1979 
(Rajasthan Oriental Research Institute); Madhyakālīn Gujarātī 
Kathākośa, vol. 1, Gandhinagar, 1995; vol. 2, Gandhinagar, 2005.
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From the time of his PhD, Kanubhai had been 
associated with the L.D. Institute of Indology. The 
first purpose of this institution was to preserve the rich 
manuscript heritage of Gujarat in a proper manner as 
well as to encourage the production of catalogues of the 
manuscript collections and the study of artefacts. Muni 
Puṇyavijaya (1895-1971) was the direct inspiring force 
of this creation. In the magnificent building designed by 
the visionary architect Balkrishna Doshi, high caliber 
researchers and directors were appointed, one of the most 
memorable figures being the overall respected Pandit 
Dalsukh D. Malvania (1910-2000), and a manuscript 
department was installed in the basement. Sheth was 
appointed as researcher in 1973, and, a year later, as 
head of the manuscript department, also in charge of 
the museum.  It is there that he was met by so many 
scholars and students from India and outside, until his 

Dr Kanaiyalal V. Sheth  (25.11.1934 – 23.1.2019)

Dr. Sheth at his home, Ahmedabad, June 2006. Photo: Nalini Balbir.
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retirement in 1994. During 30 years, manuscriptology 
at the L.D. Institute became equal to Kanubhai. Humble 
and modest, he did his work peacefully and efficiently, 
never sparing his time to help in all possible ways, and 
overall a joyful person always available for information. 
His assistance went far beyond that, as he was eager 
to share Jain culture with anyone interested and did 
not hesitate to accompany scholars to field trips. If I 
may be allowed a personal memory, I will never forget 
my first stay at the L.D. Institute where I had come in 
search for manuscripts as a PhD student (1978), knowing 
nobody there. I used to sit every day at a table in front 
of Kanubhai’s desk. This created some bonds and I will 
never forget a memorable trip we undertook to the village 
of Viramgam, where Muni Jambūvijaya was then staying 
for the rainy-season, or a Paryushan procession in the 
streets of Ahmedabad of which I would not have known 
anything, had Kanubhai not told me. As a manuscript 
specialist of renown, he was in close contact with all the 
leading monastics, especially those involved in critical 
editions or manuscript-collections management, such as 
Muni Jambūvijaya, Ācārya Vijayaśīlacandrasūri, Ācārya 
Municandrasūri or Ācārya Ajayasāgarasūri. In addition, 
with his friends and colleagues, in particular Ramesh D. 
Malvania and R.N. Mehta, Sheth participated in fieldwork 
explorations directed  towards the photographic or textual 
documentation of the Jain temple heritage.3

Retirement did not stop Kanubhai’s career as a 
manuscriptologist, on the contrary. Not only did he 
participate in conducting various workshops in India, 
in particular at the Jain Vishva Bharati, Ladnun. With 
the support of the Institute of Jainology (London and 
Ahmedabad, headed by Nemu Chandaria OBE, Harshad 
N. Sanghrajka, Kumarpal Desai) he collaborated in 
manuscript cataloguing projects outside India together 
with his wife, Kalpana K. Sheth whose scholarly abilities 
and eagerness could blossom freely now that the couple 
had led their three sons to successful adult lives. Kalpana 

3  Cf. Amadāvād Caitya Paripāṭī, Ahmedabad: Śrī Śvetāṃbar 
Mūrtipūjak Jain Boarding Trust, 1998.

had been encouraged on this path both by her mentor 
H.C. Bhayani and by her husband. Their mutual affection 
and deep intellectual friendship could not but strike all 
those who had the good fortune to know them. Between 
1994 and 2004, both of them undertook several months’ 
stay in London, Oxford and Florence to work on Jain 
manuscripts there. We three could bring to completion 
the Catalogue of the Jain Manuscripts kept at the British 
Library, the Victoria and Albert Museum and the British 
Museum which had been started by our common friend 
and teacher, Candrabhal B. Tripathi (1929-1996). It was 
published in 2006. In addition, Kanubhai and Kalpana 
worked together days long on the Jain manuscripts of 
the Wellcome Library and the Bodleian Library, and 
all the colleagues there have in mind the depth of their 
dedication. Some of them have expressed their affection 
and gratitude, others have offered research-articles in the 
Felicitation Volume4 which was published in honour of 
this deep scholar and delightful human being who always 
lived a simple life led by knowledge and spiritual ideals.

4  Ḍā. śrī Kanubhāi Vra. Śeṭh Abhinandan Granth, Saṃpādako Jitendra 
B. Śāh, Kalpanā Śeṭh. Ahmedabad: Śrutaratnākar, 2017.

From left to right: Kanubhai V.Sheth, Nalini Balbir, Colette Caillat 
(1921-2007), Kalpana K. Sheth in  London, 1999. Photo: Peter Flügel.

Nalini Balbir is Professor of Indology at Sorbonne-
Nouvelle University, Paris, and member of the research 
group ‘Mondes iranien et indien’.
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movement, combining Sāṃkhya ontology with Jaina 
soteriology. 

The articles are re-published in a thematic sequence. 
The original dates and places of publication are: (1) 
Flügel, P. (ed.) (2006), Studies in Jaina History and 
Culture: Disputes and Dialogues. London: Routledge 
Advances in Jaina Studies, pp. 312-398; (2) Melton, J. 
G. & G. Baumann (eds.) (2002), Religions of the World: 
A Comprehensive Encyclopedia of Beliefs and Practices. 
Santa Barbara: ABC-Clio, pp. 1221-1223; (3) Kimura, 
T. (ed.) (2014), Indian and Buddhist Studies in Honor 
of President Dr. Shouou (Kiyoaki) Okuda in Recognition 
of his Lifelong Scholarship. Osaka: Kosei Publishers, 
pp. 314-333; (4) Caillat, C. & N. Balbir (eds.) (2008), 
Jaina Studies. Delhi: Motilal Banarsidas, pp. 181-279; 
(5) Jaina Studies: Newsletter of the Centre of Jaina 
Studies 11 (2016) 28-31; (6) Melton, J. G. & G. Baumann 
(eds.) (2002), Religions of the World: A Comprehensive 
Encyclopedia of Beliefs and Practices. Santa Barbara: 
ABC-Clio, pp. 1266-1267; (7) Bulletin D'Études 
Indiennes 13 (1996) 117-176; (8) South Asia Research 23, 
1 (2003) 7-53; (9) Qvarnström, O. (ed.) (2003), Jainism 

The twelve articles assembled in this first volume 
of the author’s Collected Papers in Jaina Studies, 

written in English, were published as journal articles 
and book chapters between 1996 and 2016. They are 
reproduced here in almost identical form, though an 
attempt was made to eliminate typographical errors and 
minor mistakes. Three articles, chapters 2, 6, and 11, 
which, on request, were first published without the use 
of diacritical marks, have been changed back to their 
original format. In a few cases, the biographical data of 
recently deceased individuals were updated.

The articles address aspects of the history, doctrine, 
organisation, and ways of life in Jaina mendicant 
orders, sects and schools, following an overview of the 
contemporary monastic traditions. The majority are 
outcomes of a long-term research project, covering a 
period of over 30 years, on the aniconic or amūrtipūjaka 
Śvetāmbara Jaina traditions, which had been neglected 
by modern scholarship and, with the notable exception of 
the Terāpanth and the Śramaṇa Saṃgha, are still almost 
unknown even in India itself. Two articles pertain to the 
Akrama Vijñāna Mārga, a new syncretistic religious 

Book Launches 

Date: 22 March 2019   Time: 5:30-6:00 PM   Venue: SOAS, Brunei Gallery
________________________________________________________________________________________________

The two-part monograph Asceticism and Devotion: 
The Ritual System of the Terāpanth Śvetāmbara 

Jaina, based on fieldwork and archival research mainly 
conducted in Rajasthan in 1992-93, describes history, 
philosophy, organisation, ritual system, and influence 
of a ‘protestant’ Jaina mendicant order that doctrinally 
rejects image-veneration and from 1949 onward pursued 
a modernist agenda. Jainism as a lived religion is analysed 
here for the first time as a dynamic social system with 
regard to an individual Jaina sect that self-referentially 
reproduces itself through selective networks of actions 
and communications connecting itinerant mendicants 
and their devotees. The work is both an ethnography 
and a contribution to the comparative sociology of 
knowledge. The empirical investigation focuses on 
the documentation and historical contextualisation 
of religious practices. The overall aim of the study 
is a better theoretical understanding of the effects of 
social forces on the structure of thought by way of an 
exemplary investigation of current processes of change 
and modernisation in the Jaina tradition.

Organiser: SOAS Centre of Jaina Studies
Contact email: centres@soas.ac.uk
Contact Tel: +44 (0) 20 7898 4893

Askese und Devotion: Das rituelle System der Terāpanth 
Śvetāmbara Jaina. Band I-II. Dettelbach: Röll Verlag, 
2018 (Alt-und Neu-Indische Studien, Vol. 56, 1-2), Vol. 
1, pp. 547, Vol. 2, pp. 680, ISBN: 978-3-89754-549-6.

Contributions to Jaina Studies: Jaina Schools & Sects

Askese und Devotion: Das Rituelle System der Śvetāmbara Terāpanth Jaina 
(Alt- und Neuindische Studien 56, 1-2)
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and Early Buddhism in the Indian Cultural Context: 
Festschrift in Honour of P.S. Jaini. Fremont, California: 
Asian Humanities Press, pp 167-204; (10) Jaina Studies: 
Newsletter of the Centre of Jaina Studies 4 (2009) 24-
29; (11) King, A. S. & J. Brockington (eds.) (2005), The 
Intimate Other: Love Divine in the Indic Religions. New 
Delhi: Orient Longman, pp 194-243; (12) International 
Journal of Tantric Studies 7, 1 & 7, 2 (2005) 1-43 & 1-28.

A significant number of the author’s publications 
on the amūrtipūjaka traditions are issued in German, 
notably a monograph on the Terāpanth tradition (Askese 
und Devotion: Das rituelle System der Terāpanth 
Śvetāmbara Jaina. Band I-II. Alt- und Neuindische 
Studien 56. Dettelbach: Röll Verlag, 2018), and the first 
four of six instalments of a comprehensive study of the 
history of the Sthānakavasī traditions, published under 
the title ‘Protestantische und Post-Protestantische Jaina-
Reformbewegungen: Zur Geschichte und Organisation 
der Sthānakavāsī I-IV’  in the Berliner Indologische 
Studien 13-14 (2000) 37-103, 15-17 (2003) 149-240, 18 
(2007) 127-206, 20 (2012) 37-124. These publications 
should be read in conjunction with the articles presented 
in this volume. Contributions to Jaina Studies: Jaina Schools & 

Sects. Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 2019,  pp. 567 + 
Index  ISBN 978-81-208-4239-7

Memoirs of Padmanabh S. Jaini: Book Review 

Peter Flügel
________________________________________________________________________________

Professor Emeritus Padmanabha Shrivarma Jaini 
has produced a gem of a work, titled Coincidences 

(Yogāyoga). It is an autobiography, written in the first 
person, which will delight many readers interested not 
only in  P. S. Jainis’s extraordinary journey through 
life, but also in the modern history of India, the Jaina 
community, Indology and Jaina Studies in the 20th 
and 21st centuries. Now in his 90s, P.S. Jaini has 
many extraordinary, sometimes perplexing memories 
to share, particularly on encounters with significant 
others, generally saints or scholars, which would go 
unrecorded without his rich and detailed account. Before 
the composition of the 137-page long work biographical 
notes were prepared with the help of Srinivas Reddy 
at Berkeley.1 To get facts and figures right, the archive 
of SOAS was also consulted, since it holds records on 
the author’s time at the School’s Department of Indian 
Languages and Literature, between 1956 and 1967, as a 
Lecturer in Pali, PhD candidate, and finally Reader in Pali 
and Buddhist Hybrid Sanskrit. In 1967, Jaini accepted an 
invitation to join the University of Michigan as a Full 
Professor in Sanskrit to teach courses in Buddhism, 
interest in which had reached new heights in the USA, 
both on and off campus, and he arrived with his family in 
Ann Arbor just in time for “the summer of love.” 

1  This was done already for a short biography written in Kannada 
by Kamala Hampana (2016), named Vidvatprabhe-ya Prof. P. S. Jaini.

P.S. Jaini (2019) Coincidences (Yogāyoga): Memoirs 
of Padmanabh S. Jaini. With a Foreword of John E. 
Cort. Mumbai: Hindi Granth Karyalay, 2019
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The book presents the life-record as objectively as 
possible, in 88 paragraphs with summary titles, subdivided 
into two parts. The first and longer part covers the years 
1923 to 1972 in 54 paragraphs, of which 36 are devoted 
to the early years in India. Arguably, this is the most 
interesting segment of the book. It contains vignettes 
of village and family life in Tuḷu Nādu,2 including a 
memorable statement by the reformist English speaking 
father, a teacher by profession, warning the son of the 
nonsensical Christian practices of preserving a “single 
body” for the next life and “praying for others.” Also 
discussed are the educational system, meetings with 
monks and educators, with surprisingly clear memories 
of personal concerns, feelings and impressions, all richly 
illustrated with historical photographs. Setting out with a 
sociological paragraph on the “Tuḷunādu Jains,” the text 
explains the unusual career of the author, who, as a proud 
Digambara, crossed multiple sectarian boundaries on his 
path to become one of the world’s foremost scholars of 
Buddhism. The first part of the autobiography ends with 
a description of the life-changing encounters at BHU in 
Varanasi in 1955 with David Snellgrove of SOAS and 
thereupon John Brough, resulting in an invitation to 
join SOAS, his arranged marriage, and rather sudden 
migration to the West. 

Part two records, in 34 paragraphs, his time at 
“beautiful” UC Berkeley, which in 1972 invited him to 
join its new programme in Buddhist Studies. The text, 
focussing on academic pursuits, culminates in the record 
of the conference organised by Olle Qvarnström in 1998 
at the University of Lund In Honour of Padmanabh S. 
Jaini, which brought together an incomparable array 
of distinguished scholars in the fields of Buddhist and 
Jaina Studies. Events of the following 20 years are hardly 
mentioned, except for the celebrations of the author’s 
90th birthday in form of a small conference at Berkeley. 
The book closes with a dedication to Shashi Prabha Jaini, 
his wife of 60 years, who died in 2015, aged 78. It ends 
with “some reflections.” 

Five events are listed here which, in retrospect, seem 
determinant of the entirely unexpected life-course to the 
author, who never stops wondering about the contingency 
of life, how it can be that a single unlikely incident or a 
series of such incidents is able to determine a sequence 
of subsequent events, which could have easily turned out 
differently:

As I look back, Time (kāla) seems to be the major 
factor in promoting my career as a student and a 
professor. […].
    I have often wondered if Mr. Pasang had come 
in time to meet Dr. Snellgrove, the latter would not 
have met me at the Buddhakuti, in B.H.U. There 
would be no visit from Professor Brough, nor 
travel to London to join the SOAS. Nor would I 
be writing these memoirs. Who knows how slender 
are the links in the long chain of fortunes.

2  See also the a uthor’s article “A South Indian Jaina Rathotsava 
(Chariot Festival) at Nellikar in Tuḷunāḍu,” in: Jaina Studies (News-
letter CoJS) 13 (2018).

Ever the free thinker, reflecting on the constitutive 
factors shaping his own life, the author seems to conclude 
that it is not causality, or karman, but coincidence, that is 
the main determinant of the course of an individual’s life. 
The term P. S. Jaini uses for “coincidence,” yogāyoga, 
rather than daivayoga, is in itself interesting. Rabindranath 
Tagore (1927-28) published a book with the same title, 
translated into English as “Nexus.” According to the 
Sanskrit dictionaries, yogāyoga designates suitableness 
and unsuitableness, in Marathi opportunity and non-
opportunity, and in Jaina philosophy a qualitative state, 
activity mixed with non-activity, which is associated 
with the 14 guṇasthāna.

Personal life and academic life are closely weaved 
together in the factual account of events, providing 
the reader with enough information to understand the 
contextual factors that led the writer to produce his 
impressive 17 single authored books and 84 research 
articles that are presented sequentially at the end of the 
text. Yet, the doubt evoked, what role karman might play 
in the life of an individual, remains unaddressed. 

Coincidences may well turn out to be the 
Ardhakathānaka of the 21st century. Certainly, no 
comparable life-account exists from an Indologist’s own 
pen. The greatest difficulty for intellectual historians is 
the general lack of basic biographical information. While 
the field of lived religion abounds in confessional and 
biographical literature, the dearth of personal accounts 
is particularly painfully felt in Indology, which prides 
itself in cultivating an attitude of self-deprecating 
objectivity. If lines of discipleship can relatively easily be 
reconstructed, intellectual history cannot rely on official 
records documenting status transitions between birth 
and death, with mere skeleton information on family 
background, published output, and public honours, as 
collated in bio-bibliographical onomastica.3 If more 
autobiographies experimenting with truth such as this 
one would exist, then debates about scholarly motivations 
and epistemes would be less speculative. The insight that 
“the personal is political,” and biographical detail hence 
significant not only from a karmic perspective, has not 
yet made itself felt in the Jaina Studies. Our teacher and 
friend Padmanabha S. Jaini can therefore not be praised 
enough to have mustered the courage to write a book that 
opens up new insights in the subjective factors shaping 
the encounters between individuals that are individually 
experienced as coincidences or twists of fate, because 
they have their own dynamic, though the likelihood of 
“coincidences” is enhanced by objective conditions such 
as those recorded in this marvellous informative, thought-
provoking and enjoyable book, to be recommended to a 
wide readership. 

3  K. Karttunen (2018) Persons of Indian Studies: 
https://whowaswho-indology.info.
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            INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF JAINA STUDIES (ONLINE)

Recent Articles:

International Journal of Jaina Studies (Online) 
Vol. 14, No. 1 (2018) 1-14
COLETTE CAILLAT. Translated from the 
French by BRIANNE DONALDSON
On the Medical Doctrines in the 
Tandulaveyāliya: 1. Teachings of Embryology

International Journal of Jaina Studies (Online) 
Vol. 14, No. 2 (2018) 1-49
SREERAMULA RAJESWARA SARMA
Water Clock and Steelyard in the 
Jyotiṣkaraṇḍakam

International Journal of Jaina Studies (Online) 
Vol. 15, No. 1 (2019) 1-14
COLETTE CAILLAT. Translated from the 
French by BRIANNE DONALDSON
On the Medical Doctrines in the 
Tandulaveyāliya: 2. Teachings of Anatomy

 

About the IJJS

The Centre of Jaina Studies
at SOAS established the International Journal of Jaina 
Studies (Online) to facilitate academic communication. The 
main objective of the journal is to publish research papers, 
monographs, and reviews in the field of Jaina Studies in 
a form that makes them quickly and easily accessible to 
the international academic community, and to the general 
public. The journal draws on the research and the symposia 
conducted at the Centre of Jaina Studies at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, University of London, and 
on the global network of Jaina scholarship. The opinions 
expressed in the journal are those of the authors, and do not 
represent the views of the School of Oriental and African 
Studies or the Editors, unless otherwise indicated.

The International Journal of Jaina Studies is a publication 
of the Centre of Jaina Studies at the School of Oriental and 
African Studies of the University of London. It is available 
in two different forms: online at: www.soas.ac.uk/ijjs and in 
print by Hindi Granth Karyalay. Articles published online 
should be cited: International Journal of Jaina Studies (On-
line), and articles published in print: International Journal 
of Jaina Studies.

 www.soas.ac.uk/ijjs/index.html

Published by the 
Centre of Jaina Studies
SOAS

ISSN: 1748-1074

SOAS Centre of Jaina Studies Digital Resources

The Centre of Jaina Studies has launched its new website for Digital Resources in Jaina Studies on 23 March 2018 to allow open 
access publication of rare resources in digital form on its Website. These include journals and manuscripts. Materials acquired 
by the AHRB Funded Project on Jaina Law are in the form of digital images of manuscripts and printed texts.To make these 
materials publicly available, a section for Digital Jaina Resources was set up on the Centre website. There is also a  monograph 
in the new series 'Working Papers of the Centre of Jaina Studies' (Vol. 1):

Flügel, Peter (2012) Askese und Devotion: Das rituelle System der  Terāpanth Śvetāmbara Jains. Centre of Jaina  Studies 
Working Paper Vol. 1. London: Centre of Jaina Studies.

https://digital.soas.ac.uk/COJS
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 PhD/MPhil in Jainism
SOAS off ers two kinds of Research Degrees 
in the Study of Jainism. 

PhD. This involves at least three years of full-time 
study, leading to a thesis of 100,000 words and an 
oral examination. The thesis must be an original piece 
of work and make a distinct contribution to know-
ledge of the subject.

MPhil. This entails at least two years of full-time 
study, leading to a thesis of 60,000 words and a viva. 
It should be either a record of original research work 
or a critical discussion of existing knowledge.

Why choose SOAS?

The Centre of Jaina Studies
The unique activities of the Centre of Jaina Studies 
provide an ideal research environment for Jaina 
Studies and a vibrant forum for debate.

The SOAS Library
SOAS has one of the best libraries for Asian and 
African Studies, with nearly a million volumes. 
Students have access to other world-class libraries in 
walking distance, such as the British Library, which 
hosts one of the largest collections of Jaina texts in 
the world.

Languages and Cultures
SOAS has a uniquely cosmopolitan character. 
Central to the School's identity is the study of Asian 
and African languages and the relationship between 
language, culture, religion and society. 

Funding 
The fees of SOAS are very competitive compared to 
other Ivy League universities. The School off ers nine 
Research Student Fellowships each year. Awards are 
also available from funding bodies such as the Arts 
and Humanities Research Council in the UK. 

For further details please contact: 

Centre of Jaina Studies
jainstudies@soas.ac.uk
www.soas.ac.uk/jainastudies

SOAS Registry: 
registrar@soas.ac.uk
020 7898 4321

Postgraduate Courses
in Jaina Studies 

Yoga and Meditation in the Jaina Tradition

The course off ers an introduction to yoga and meditation 
in the the context of the Jaina path of liberation. 
The historical roots of contemporary Jaina practices 
of asceticism and meditation will be explored with 
refenrence to their metaphysical and soteriological 
rational and institutionalisation in Jaina mendicant and 
lay traditions in India and the UK. The later infl uence of 
Patañjali and later Hindu philosophy and yoga practices 
on medieval Jaina philosophers writing on Jaina-Yoga 
will be demonstrated. The course concludes with a survey 
of the new teachings and techniques of competing modern 
schools of yoga and meditation.

Jaina Philosophy in Comparative Perspective

The course introduces students to Jaina philosophy in 
comparative perspective. By situating Jaina philosophy 
within its social and philosophical contexts it will 
demonstrate the ways in which religious ideas and social 
forces infl uence the logical structure of thought. Motivated 
by their commitment to ontological dualism and the 
soteriological practice of non-violence, in mind, speech 
and action, Jaina thinkers generated a specifi c new set of 
questions for philosophical exploration, and made lasting 
contributions to the fi elds of ontology, epistemology, logic 
and mathematics, ethics and law, and the philosophy of 
consciousness. From the point of view of comparative 
philosophy the course will look at the Jaina contribution 
to the ethics of non-violence and vegetarianism, and 
the development of epistemological perspectivism and 
logic, and its impact on contemporary world philosophy. 
It is based on key texts in translation, selected from the 
Jaina philosophical literature. The course requires no 
knowledge of Indian languages.

Convenor: Peter Flügel (pf8@soas.ac.uk)

Centre of 
Jaina Studies

www.soas.ac.uk/jainastudies
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COURSES IN

JAINA STUDIES 
AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
SOAS

The School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) offers undergraduate, postgraduate and research 
opportunities at the Centre of Jaina Studies (CoJS).

The aim of the CoJS is to promote the study of Jaina religion and culture by providing an interdiscipli-
nary platform for academic research, teaching and publication in the field.

TAUGHT UNDERGRADUATE
•	 Introduction to Jainism
•	 Jaina Scripture and Community
•	 Non-Violence in Jaina Scriptures, Philosophy 

and Law
•	 Introduction to Prakrit
•	 Readings in Prakrit

TAUGHT POSTGRADUATE
•	 Jainism History, Doctrine and the 
       Contemporary World
•	 Jaina Scripture and Community
•	 Non-Violence in Jaina Scriptures, Philosophy 

and Law
•	 Introduction to Prakrit

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH
•	 MA Jaina Studies
•	 MA Prakrit Studies
•	 Three-year PhD in Jaina Studies

The CoJS organizes the annual SOAS Jaina Studies  
International Conference and regular lectures and 
seminar series. 

The School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London, 
is one of the world's leading institutions of Higher Education with a unique 
focus on the study of Africa, Asia and the Middle East.

Courses in Jaina Studies can form part of a BA or MA in Study of Religions, 
taken as part of our interdisciplinary Asia Area Studies programmes. PhD 
programmes are also available. Study of Religions at SOAS can also be com-
bined with law, social sciences, languages or  humanities subjects.

SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN STUDIES
For further details about studying at SOAS please contact the Student Recruitment Office:
Tel: 020 7898 4034     Email: study@soas.ac.uk       www.soas.ac.uk 
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